
 

1 
 

 

NATA: Major Policy Issues 

FAA Funding – Next year's reauthorization bill should not be bogged down in yet another 

pointless debate over privatization of the air traffic control system or replacing the current 

aviation fuel and ticket tax regime with user fees.  There is no safer air traffic control system 

in the world or more efficient means of aviation taxation than that already in place.  

Further, the FAA is well advanced in its plans to modernize the air traffic control system.  A 

user fee regime is not about efficiency, far from it, the real agenda of such a regime is cost 

shifting.  The upcoming reauthorization presents lawmakers with an opportunity to make 

even clearer that the 24/7 operation of the air traffic control system is - like our defense - a 

national priority that should not be held hostage to political debates. 

 Contract Tower Program - Since 1982 the Contract Tower Program has been providing 

cost-effective and essential air traffic safety services.  Currently, 252 smaller airports in 46 

states participate.  These 252 towers handle approximately 28 percent of all control tower in 

the U.S. but only account for about 14 percent of the FAA’s overall budget allotted to 

control tower operations.  The DOT Inspector General and numerous FAA safety audits 

have validated the safety and efficiency record of the program.  Despite this laudable record 

of safety and taxpayer value, the program is constantly at risk of funding cuts.  The 

reauthorization presents lawmakers with an opportunity to ensure the continuation of a 

program that promotes economic development and creates jobs in local communities. 

Consistency of regulatory interpretation –NATA members are constantly confronted by 

the varying requirements of eight FAA regions, 10 aircraft certification offices, and 80 flight 

standards district offices, each of which issues individual approvals for a wide range of 

maintenance and operational requests. When the FAA grants approval for a certificate or 

process to one aircraft operator or maintenance facility without giving the same approval to 

a similar business in another area of the country, it directly affects the competitiveness of 

companies. The 2012 FAA reauthorization created an FAA/Industry Committee, the 

“Consistency of Regulatory Interpretation Aviation Rulemaking Committee (ARC)” to 

address this issue.  NATA supports the work of the ARC as well as the FAA’s work to 

expand its current information systems to combine both the Aircraft Certification and the 

Flight Standard Services systems into one, available online resource.  

Aircraft Certification Process – Similar to the experiences in many other sectors of the 

economy, current FAA certification processes were not designed for today’s rapid pace of 

innovation.  New standards need to be performance-based, not based on specific 

technology, so that the industry can quickly innovate without the FAA having the burden 
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of changing the rules each time technology advances. The FAA has already seen success 

with this method for small aircraft and we believe similar success is possible for larger 

general aviation and commercial aircraft. Congress recognized this issue in the 2012 

reauthorization and the FAA is moving toward expanded delegation to improve the 

certification process, but the pace of that expansion has been slower than the industry needs 

and expects to effectively compete in the global economy.  

Taxes - The full Senate is expected to take up a two year extension of expired tax provisions 

including bonus depreciation. A two year extension of bonus depreciation, while the 

Congress debates critically needed tax reform legislation, is an important job creating 

bridge to corporate tax rates that would make the United States more competitive in the 

global economy.  

 


